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At last 
 
On Wednesday, 19 May, 2004, Michael Pope presented the Progressive Conservative caucus, Chris Gruber, and Lisa 
Skovalia with a document he had written on a lark that morning: the Compact.  It was meant to be the codification of 
everything we had been talking about doing recently.  It was also Michael’s way of bringing organization and purpose to 
our debate.  The Compact dealt with secession; the idea wasn’t new, but the audience was now much more receptive.  Our 
consensus was that we wanted to chuck King Robert I and the Monarchy, but we still loved the idea of the Talossan 
nationette, el glheþ Talossán, and maintaining friendships with everyone else in Talossa.  Ben’s tyrannical behavior, and our 
anger at it did not detract from our desire to remain Talossan.  We felt that Ben Madison had forfeited his right to be a 
leader of Talossans.  He was no king of ours anymore. 
 
Did we have a legitimate claim on Talossan history, culture, and institutions? The first major Talossan mass departure had 
been that of Penguinea in late 1997.  Miestrâ Schivâ, a former Penguinean, recalls she and her fellow Penguineans didn’t 
feel that their short Talossan tenure gave them a valid claim on anything at all Talossan; hence, their failed attempt at their 
own language and culture.  Our case was rather different.  On 19 May 2004, only two of us soon-to-be Founding Parents 
had been Kingdom citizens for less than three years (Andy Lowry and Lisa Skovalia).  Most of us had put incredible 
amounts of time and energy into Talossan activities, including serving in many leadership positions including, in the case of 
Chris Gruber, Michael Pope, and Gödafrïeu Válcadác’h, continuous service as Prime Minister of more than five years.  My 
estimation is that, among us eleven Founding Parents, we had about thirty years of collective Talossan experience, 
outdistancing even the experience of Ben Madison and the actual age of the Kingdom!  We believed we had a valid claim 
to Talossan cultural legacies and institutions, so long as we gave due credit to Ben Madison.  In particular, he deserved (and 
deserves still, of course) credit for the invention and primary cultivation of the glheþ.  We wanted to keep what was good 
and chuck what was bad. 
 
We elected to secede, and call our new nationette The Republic of Talossa. 
 
This decision answered one question and spawned a dozen.  Which provinces and territories should we claim?  Vuode, 
Ben’s own stomping grounds and the location of the smelly Vuode Beach (near a wastewater treatment plant or somesuch), 
was out of the question.  We nixed Mussolini, even with Muth’s 99-year lease on leadership, as strong “Benite” country.  
Atatürk was unrealistic because it contained the city of Abbavilla (aka the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee), it being the 
national capital and about as Kingdom-esque as a place could be outside of Vuode.  It was also a hotbed of pro-
Ben/neutrality sentiment.  In the end, we chose the provinces where we either had a majority of the citizenry (as in 
Maritiimi-Maxhestic), had people in provincial leadership or representation, or both.  We ended up with Maritiimi-
Maxhestic, Maricopa and Florenciâ.  Just because we liked the place—and with an eye toward the return of Ián Anglatzarâ 
and other Europeans—we made Cézembre the fourth. 
 
In the Compact, we agreed to renounce our citizenships in the Kingdom and form the new country.  In so doing, we 
committed High Treason against the Kingdom.  We decided to declare Independence on 1 June 2004.  We ratified a 
Provisional Constitution on May 31, 2004, and decided that a Proclamation of Independence would be the method by 
which would promulgate the Provisional Constitution and our renunciations.  At the same time the Provisional 
Constitution was ratified, Michael Pope was elected as the first Dean of the Provisional Governing Council and our first 
Head of State. 
 
On Wednesday, 1 June 2004 at exactly Noon TST, we waded ashore on the far bank of our Rubicon. 
 
The Republic of Talossa was born. 
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Wittenberg X 12423 - new thread 
Proclamation of Independence 
posted by The Republic of Talossa on June 01, 2004 - 13:00 
User Info  
The Republic of Talossa 

 
The new Proclamation of Independence for Talossa 
 
In Unity, hereby dedicated and signed 1 June 2004 
 
The unanimous Declaration of the Provisional Government of the Republic of Talossa, 
 
Whereas in the history of the sovereign nationette of Talossa we have long endured the foibles of our 
royal family, from quirky ancient histories to multiple miniature “revolutions”, through Gloria Estefan revivals 
and street-naming, one thing has gone long untouched, unseen, unspoken: the king is incapable of allowing true 

alternate opinions from forming and taking shape within Talossa’s borders, both physical and electronic. It is the right of Talossans everywhere to 
keep and preserve their peace, their liberty, their freedom, and, as such, we Talossans hereby stand together as one, united in our assertion that Talossa 
is a great community, much greater than the sum of its parts; a community wrought not by one man, but by all Talossans everywhere, throughout her 
history; a community that will survive on the blood, sweat, and tears of her people for-ever. 
 
When we cast a glance upon our beloved nationette, where fair freedom we have long enjoyed, sorrow fills our hearts to behold her struggling under 
the heavy load of oppression and tyranny. But when we extend our sight a little farther, and view the iron hand that is lifted against us, behold it is our 
king; he who, by his oath and station, is bound to support and defend us in the quiet enjoyment of all our glorious rights as free Talossans. We 
Talossans hereby declare that we are a free people and a free community and, above all, a free nation dedicated to Talossan ideals through actual 
freedom, not a form of bound and restricted freedom maintained by a tyrant. We cry ‘Tyrant!’, for the king has acted most unjust in his own manner, 
seeking to harm those with whom he is in disagreement. 
 
In the pursuit of a singular agenda to drive out all who oppose him in any strong fashion, the king has, especially recently, decided to circumvent every 
law and tradition Talossa has ever had concerning the safety and welfare of Talossan citizens. 
 
A few years ago, the question of independence from the monarchy would have put us into a surprise, and, we apprehend, would have been treated 
with the utmost contempt. We then looked on ourselves happy in being subjects of the king of Talossa. We have always looked upon it as our duty, as 
well as our interest to defend and support the honour of the crown of Talossa, and we have always done it, counting ourselves happy when in the 
strictest union and connection with our monarchy. However, in all provinces, existing by compact, protection and allegiance are reciprocal; the latter 
being only due in consequence of the former. The history of the present king of Talossa is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in 
direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these provinces. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world. 
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Whereas, Robert Rouergue, king of Talossa, in violation of the principles of the Talossan organic law, and of the laws of justice and humanity, has, by 
an accumulation of oppression unparalleled in our history, excluded the inhabitants of Wittenberg from his protection; 
 

• He has investigated the pasts of various individuals, both citizen and prospective; 
• He has accused citizens not only of committing crimes in Talossa, but of committing crimes outside 
Talossa, including violent crimes and he has offered no evidence to prove such crimes, but seeks to 
tarnish any reputation each Talossan has earned on their own; 
• He has sought to drive citizens out of Talossa; 
• He has sought the passage of bills of attainder, specifically targeting Talossans; 
• He has instilled a horrid sense of suspicion amongst the Talossan citizens; 
• He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good; 
• He has conspired to work against other parties while laying accusations of conspiracy against these parties; 
• He has refused to appoint a prime minister until installing his own long after the prescribed legal 
deadline and he has refused to follow the law of the land by announcing the continuation of the incumbent; 
• He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his appointment of valid justices; 
• He has sought a means by which he may circumvent the proper election laws; 
• He has cast aspersions at the characters of democratically elected leaders; 
• He has inexorably determined upon the ruin of our liberties; 
• He has conspired to oust legitimately placed officials of state; 
• He has acted in a manner of inconsistency, claiming illegality of actions he has previously supported; 
• He has been complicit in sedition, and did overthrow a legitimate government; 
• He has rescinded on promises of appointment to position for citizens; 
• He has sought to remove the citizenship of Talossans through every means, including those means extra-Talossan; 
• He has committed to the fraud of an electorate by casting illegal votes in the name of others; 
• He has sought to harm the binds of friendship between Talossans by scheming to create allegiance to him and his station against all others; 
• He has offered only puppets of state in the stead of popularly elected officials; 
• He has accused many Talossans of crimes of treason, declaring that we are not Talossan, but traitorous; 
• He has made himself unavailable to the officers and affairs of state; 
• He has sought to re-write Talossan history by laying claims of illegality and impropriety where none existed; 
• He has vowed never to offer reconciliation or to assent to such reconciliations; 
• He has threatened the welfare of Talossan citizens, upon the arrival of certain citizens to these shores; 
• He has exacerbated our calamities, by declaring that he will show us no mercy until he has reduced us; 

 
A monarch whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a tyrant is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. We have sought to end all 
hostility through civil and determined means, through legal redress, and through simple dialogue, and all avenues before us have been trampled thin 
with the hostility that has been shown by the crown. He has blatantly refused to co-operate with any Talossan who does not support his agenda of 
hatred. 
 
As a result of the actions of the king, we are obliged, by necessity, and it becomes our highest duty, to use every means, with which we have been 
furnished, in support of our invaluable rights and privileges; to oppose that power which is exerted only for our destruction. 
 
Be it enacted by the authority of the people that Robert Rouergue is hereby deposed from the kingly office within this government and absolutely 
divested of all its rights, powers, and prerogatives; and that he and his descendants and all persons claiming by or through him, and all other purposes 
whatsoever shall be and for-ever remain incapable of the same; and that the said office shall henceforth cease and nevermore either in name or 
substance be re-established within this Republic. 
 
We the delegates of the people of Talossa do declare that the King of Talossa has violated his inherent compact with this people, and that they owe no 
more allegiance to him. The measures still pursued against Talossa leave no room to expect such an interposition from motives of goodness and 
affection. King Robert the First has manifested deliberate enmity towards us and, under the character of a parent, persists in behaving as a tyrant, and 
so we renounce allegiance not to Talossa but to him, personally, forever. 
 
We declare the right of the people of Talossa to the ownership of Talossa, and to the unfettered control of Talossan destinies, to be sovereign and 
indefeasible. The long usurpation of that right by a corrupt monarchy has not extinguished the right, nor can it ever be extinguished except by the 
destruction of the Talossan people. In every generation the Talossan people have asserted their right to national freedom and sovereignty. Standing on 
that fundamental right and again asserting it in the face of the world, we hereby proclaim the Talossan Republic as a Sovereign Independent State, and 
we pledge our lives and the lives of our comrades-in-arms to the cause of its freedom, of its welfare, and of its exaltation among the nations. 
 



 
A Nation Sundered, Part Four: Exodus ~ by Gödafrïeu Válcadác’h ~ © 2005 Oraclâ Press ~ Page 5 of 18 

We, therefore, the representatives of the free provinces of Talossa, in general agreement, assembled, appealing to the will of the people for the 
rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name, and by the authority of the good people of these provinces, being Maritiimi-Maxhestic, Cézembre, 
Maricopa, and Florenciâ, solemnly publish and declare, that this free Talossa is and of right ought to be a free and independent state; that it is absolved 
from all allegiance to the crown, and that all political connection between it and the House of Rouergue, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that 
as a free and independent state, it may establish a free government, devoid of monarchist trappings, devoid of feudal relationships, devoid of tyranny. 
And for the support of this declaration, we mutually pledge to each other our time, our effort, and our dedication. 
 
Signed by the representatives of the Provisional Government of the Republic of Talossa, 
 
Michael Pope 
Christopher C Gruber 
Andrew Lowry 
Gödafrïeu Válcadác’h 
Andrea Thompson 
Lisa Skovalia 
Gregory Tisher 
Gjermund Higraff 
Jeremiah P Griffin 
Uglhán Cruceatúl 
Matthias Muth 
Desfisetz qualse’cosâ deneu./Aude aliquid dignum.: 
Dare something worthy. 
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Wittenberg X 12424 - new thread 
A Letter of Explanation 
posted by The Republic of Talossa on June 01, 2004 - 13:00 
User Info  
The Republic of Talossa 
(2 posts total) (last post: June 01, 2004 - 13:00) 
 

We, the people of Talossa, have grown weary of what the Kingdom has become recently. We all feel 
Talossan in our hearts, and love our nationette, but we do NOT love what it has become, and what it 
promises to continue as, under the rule of King Robert I. 
 
For the past several months, we have been under constant fire for not turning our heads and allowing 
the King to run roughshod over the rights of our fellow citizens. Since the "Halloween scandal" a 
persistent stream of vitriolic fire has been aimed at anyone associating at first with the GCP, and then 
eventually with Chris Gruber. The GCP decision not to back the MN after the last election is what 
set this fire ablaze. All of this stems from a royal defeat in the political arena. 
 
While Gruber has repeatedly apologized for certain nasty comments he made in the heat of the 

political battle, and while he stayed silent from January to April, the King has maintained a negative campaign of hate that has simmered since last 
December. In his desperation to achieve political support for his public shunning, he funded a private investigation of Mr. Gruber's personal life - a 
shocking violation of the privacy of a fellow citizen, and an unprecedented abuse of royal power. A man's room is not his castle, not if he opposes 
King Robert of Talossa. And the King has promised to use this tactic in future on other opponents. 
 
The King has violated a pledge he made to stay out of partisan politics by campaigning feverishly for the Black Hand Party. His campaign has been 
one of bald-faced lies as he sought support from less-active citizens whose main source of information on doings in the RT was he himself. We know, 
for example, that he told Paola Cleri that under the election rules she would have to make a long-distance international call to the Secretary of State - 
when he knew full well that the rules compelled the Secretary of State to make the call - at his own expense. And while the King conspired to violate 
his promise and aid one party over another, he made baseless accusations toward the opposition parties of conspiracy and fraud. 
 
The King has made no effort to extend an olive branch to factions other than his own. He has clearly demarcated a line between those who support 
him (who he calls Loyal Talossans) and those who oppose him politically. This is inconsistent with the democratic principles on which Talossa is 
founded and in which we all believe. And this is a very bad portent for the future for anyone not currently in the King's good graces. 
 
It is clear that the King will not keep agreements he has made. It is clear that the King will lie when it advances his agenda. And It is clear that for the 
past half-year that King Robert has done nothing to build this nation, but rather has done everything in his power to drive certain individuals out of 
Talossa, heedless of the fact that his actions have caused renunciations from devout citizens, destroyed long term friendships which are the core of this 
country, and infringed on the personal lives of its citizenry in a way that goes far below the lowest common denominator ever imagined. 
 
We are tired of the hate and its source is with one person. 
 
We are tired of King Robert the Worst 
 
We, the concerned people of Talossa, are hereby founding the Republic of Talossa, where we can pursue the vision of a democratic nationette, the 
vision shared by all Talossans but frustrated by the King. In founding this Republic, we do not want to exclude any of our fellow citizens, with whom 
we are tied with bonds of shared nationality and honor.  We extend an invitation to any current or past Talossans to leave the King and join with your 
fellow Talossans in the Republic, where we can carry on the great work of nation building without all the hate and vitriol we have been suffering 
under. This Republic will be a place where our democratic principles will come to fruition, to build a nationette we can all be proud of. 
 
We hope you will join us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Pope, on behalf of the Republic of Talossa 
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Gödafrïeu’s part in this drama 
 
In my Preface, I admitted that playing a key, albeit unwitting, role in all that went on.  As Prime Minister, I was a 
restraining influence.  In the fall of 2003, I removed my finger from the dike, and the hitherto unseen and unheeded waters 
of Temper and Wrath came through.  Not even Ben and Chris could see it then—and I certainly couldn’t—but this torrent 
would drown the Kingdom of Talossa in paranoia, vindictiveness, vitriol, poison, and spite.   
 
I’ve come to understand that Wrath and Temper were always waiting in the wings.  Call me egotistical if you will, but I 
believe that my tenure kept them at bay.  Was it admiration for my administration? I’d like to think so; I hope I’ve laid the 
facts before you, that you may be the judge.  One thing is certain:  the trouble began to get serious right about the time my 
administration became ineffective in September and October 2003.  Wrath and Temper embarked on a doomed joint 
political project, a march through a minefield of potential miscues.  
 
Perhaps we shouldn’t be surprised some of those mines detonated. 
   
 

 
 

Outside of Vuode Palace on Sunday evening, 13 July, 2003, though the building behind us is not Vuode Palace 
The Zog salute is given by (from left) Gödafrïeu Válcadác’h, Tomás Gariçéir, Chris Gruber, and Ben Madison 

It is the last time, most likely, that Ben Madison and Chris Gruber will ever see each other face-to-face. 
 



 
A Nation Sundered, Part Four: Exodus ~ by Gödafrïeu Válcadác’h ~ © 2005 Oraclâ Press ~ Page 8 of 18 

What’s the big deal, anyway? 
 

As someone recently put it on Wittenberg, evidence suggests that Ben Madison is a “Jekyll-Hyde” personality.  I have met 
him in-person, and each time, he could not have been more gracious and polite - going out of his way to ensure I had a 
good time - the perfect host.  Only online, without in-person contact, does he seem to get nasty.  I’ve never felt that he was 
not a fundamentally decent man, but such a man can have serious quirks that undermine that decency—if he allows that to 
occur.  If you think to dismiss what Ben did in the spring of 2004, realize that it could have been you instead of Chris 
Gruber. 
 
Our Talossan sandbox is a pretend world.  Yes, there is el glheþ Talossán of about forty thousand words (as of this writing), 
built and crafted mostly by the tremendous linguistic scholarship of R. Ben Madison.  That’s part of his legacy; the other, 
and most important, is the community of real and breathing human beings scattered to the four corners of the globe.  He 
founded this community; he later hammered on it until it broke asunder.  There have always been conflicts and 
disagreements in Talossa over politics (Talossan and extra-Talossan), among other bones of contention, but always before 
the ‘fighting’ was limited to traditional, benign, and Talossan methods:  the telephone, the printed word, email, chat clients, 
and our various Internet discussion forums.  There was always that fine line known as common courtesy.   
 
Ben didn’t just cross that fine line.  He obliterated it. 
 
Common courtesy dictates that I do not look for the marriage records of, say, Andy Lowry.  Those are none of my 
business.  Imagine we were in Andy’s home.  He invites me into his living room.  It’s not untoward for me to look around 
at whatever stuff he has hanging on the wall, or at his bookshelf.  Do I have the right to dig around in his hallway or 
bedroom closet? Not unless he invites me to do so.  Thus it is with Talossa.  That which a Talossan makes the business of 
others, that’s a fair topic for discussion.  In Talossa, we trust each other to keep out of each other’s private rooms, be they 
file cabinets, pantries, garden sheds, or wherever.  A man’s bedroom is supposed to be his castle. 
 
And this brings up the logical and burning question: Did Christopher C. Gruber ever truly make bona fide death threats against Ben 
Madison?  The notion is ludicrous and utterly abzurd.  Chris chose an elaborate way to say “drop dead.”  Millions and 
millions of speakers of the English language around the world have used that expression without standing accused of 
threatening harm.  At the very worst, it could mean a hope for someone’s demise—not admirable, but not a death threat. 
 
Ben was wrong, so wrong that it made moot every nasty thing Chris Gruber ever said to him. 
 
Dear reader, are you lucky enough to have one person outside your blood relatives who would take you in should you 
become homeless? I hope you are.  For Ben Madison, Art Verbotten was that kind of friend.  In a figurative sense, Ben 
spat in his face.  Two decades of friendship, vanished in a sustained storm of Wrath. 
 

However all this shit turns out, Ben, I'm grateful for the friendliness you showed me last July. I have not forgotten 
it, and won't. I'm deeply sorry that your anger with Chris, and his with you, are tearing the nation apart. 
 

- from RE: REGISTRATION OF THE NONE PARTY! (Witt X 11905),  
posted by Andy on May 18, 2004 - 00:37. 

 
Does anyone consider you a brother or sister? Ben had eleven people (the Founding Parents of this Republic) who once 
respected, admired, even loved him; some considered him a brother.  Though M-P Furxhéir was not a Founding Parent, 
it’s safe to add him to our list.  Ben kicked us all in the teeth, even Andrea Thompson, whose only sin was that she chose 
to believe us instead of him.  For Ben, that was a mortal sin. 
 
Ben had more lights in his life than just those.  He once had the friendship of Miestrâ Schivâ and Ián Anglatzarâ, as well as 
the man formerly known as the “Greek God Guy.”  These three are now citizens of the Republic.  Among those who have 
not fully returned from the Talossan Diaspora, but who once called Ben a friend, are Phil Ledgerwood, Jay Shorten, 
Danihel, T. Carter Ross, Eddie Abel, and Jamila Cruciani. 
 
Talossa is Ben Madison’s baby.  He started it.  He made it grow.  He kept it alive in times when everyone else chilled in the 
spectre of Apathy.  As my father said to me (in a positive light), it takes someone a little odd to have kept something like 
this going for so long.  Little wonder that good people like Gary Cone who have known him for almost two decades 
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cannot fathom Talossa without Ben.  Does Ben have his quirks?  Of course, he does.  We all do.  How we act on our quirks 
is the issue. 
 
Can we, then, forgive Ben and Amy? If we can and do, I believe the Republic has no reason to exist.  If we can and do, 
Ben’s antics would not be held against him anymore, and would fade into oblivion, especially considering the spin-laden Ar 
Päts.  If we don’t forgive Ben and Amy, we move ahead.  However, before you or I answer that question, we need to 
consider that what Ben did was so terrible not just because of the line he crossed and the trust he violated, but, most of all, 
of Chris’ son, 
 

Mikey 
 
Chris Gruber has stated publicly, more than once, that his first wife, Mikey’s mother, was neither a good wife or a good 
mother.  This is public knowledge, and I have no reason to not believe Chris.  Chris has divorced this person, and has sole 
custody of Mikey, their son.  The following Wittenberg VIII post from 2002 (L’Oraclâ #31) gives a full explanation of 
Gruber’s state of mind that provoked him to his vociferous reaction at Advertgate.  It explains “F--k America.”  And the 
fact that Ben has never taken this into account or realized that the fact Chris having sole custody might be a case for his 
having never been violent towards anyone is no small part of the absolute stupidity of what went on. 
 

The Great Grubi Personal Issue Gets ALmost 100% Straightened Out 
Posted by: Chris Gruber on: 01/10/2003 23:50:37 EST 
 
The Personal Issue referred to in the announcement from our Party recently is the custody of my son, Mikey. 

On December 12, Mikey's mother (here on out referred to as E.B.) picked him up from school. Until this afternoon, I hadn't seen or heard 
from him the whole time between then and now. 

SHe had made herself so scarce: refusing to return pages (the only way to get a hold of her), telling her mother not to answre the phone 
(and her mother was the only one who knew where E.B. and Mikey were), even after I had called the sheriff's department... The police could 
not halp me because ther had been no actual judgement or court order saying who had actually custody.  

Five days after she abducted him (the third time in the 20 months we've been separated), she filed for a Motion for Temporary Relief: I was 
the ATM and Mikey the ATM card. THe hearing for that motion was yesterday. 

Luckily, last week I acquired a lawyer (a terrific one, BTW) and the Motion for Relief wasn't even addressed yesterday morning! The judge 
told her that she had to return Mikey to me immediately; he specified that she take him to school the morning of the 10th (today) since she 
had kept him out of school too long and was claiming to home school him (despite the fact that the state of FLorida requires a teacher's 
certification before homeschooling is allowed; she doesn't have one), and I would pick him up after school. 

Well, glory be; I did. HE's home, safe, and very happy. The arguments in my favour: I have job and have had the same one since July 2001 
(she has never held a job longer than 2 months); I have a car for steady transportation (she walks everywhere); I have a clean criminal record 
(she's had warrants for her arrest as recently as last month); I live in a solid dwelling and have since April 30, 2001 (she's hopped everywhere 
from boyfriends' trailers and apts to her grandparent's house to the homeless shelter and hotels, averaging a stay of three weeks); I've got 
steady health insurance for myself and Mikey (she can only get Medicaid, which don't covah sheeyit). 

The topper? I'm 28 and she's (get this) 34, soon to be 35. 

My lawyer also asked the judge to appoint a Guardian Ad Litem to the case to investigate on my standing and hers as well, which the judge 
granted. THe G.A.L. will check out my home, workplace, friends, coworkers, and everything they can about me, as well as the same for her. 
On this issue, she's MEAT. 

The judgment yesterday granting me temporary custody, in combination with the inevitable Guardian Ad Litem investigation(s), and her 
confrontational attitude (she tried to argue with the judge!) will assure a victory that only the POC has seen the likes of. 

Or should I say, the PC would be envious of such a landslide that's about to occur. :-) 

What this leads me to is that the enormous stress is relieved, since the next time she runs off I CAN call the cops on her and that frees up 
so much tension, almost all of which can be directly liked to the intensity of my anger that has surfaced occasionally since November. That, 
in concert with my recent chiropractic appointments, makes me feel so much better. 

Mikey's home and I'm elated! 

Votetz Grischún!/Vote Grey! 
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I mention Chris’ son for one reason only.  Take a look at this Wittenberg post - Oh, and it’s also Ben’s first public reaction 
to the Black Tuesday renunciations of Coop and Verbotten: 
 

RE: Typical Gruber lies. (Wittenberg X 11706) 
posted by [R.Ben Madison] on May 16, 2004 - 10:38 
 
[RBM] > > Once again, for the record: THIS IS A COMPLETE, OUT-AND-OUT, LIE. 
 
[Gruber:] > Yeah, you would never, ever do anything to investigate someone else's past, would you? 
 
Translation: Looking at a public website and hiring a private investigator are the same thing. Ben looked at a public website, therefore, the 
PC has the right to tell people he hired a private investigator. 
 
> > the (apparently Gruber-inspired) story that I have been hiring "private investigators" to look into Gruber, all prospective citizens, and, 
perhaps, everybody else in Talossa as well. 
 
> I didn't come up with the story, nor did it have anything to with me. All I know is what I've been told. 

 
"Told" by whom? 
 
All I can say is this: You and [Furxheir] have falsely accused me of hiring private investigators to look into people's backgrounds. Is 
someone investigating you? Because somewhere on Wittenberg you say that people (mysterious, unnamed people) are using Talossan stuff 
to build a case against you over the custody of your son. All I can say is maybe your ex-wife hired a private investigator? Maybe the P.I. 
found out about Talossa, and read stuff like "Ben, maybe you should do what your mother did all those years ago.... I will cut off your balls, 
I do not fucking play," and start to think "Gee, is this guy fit to raise a child? What kind of values is he teaching?" 
 
If there is an investigation into you somewhere, I know nothing about it, but I wish it well. And if I'm ever asked to testify against you in 
court, believe me, I'm on her side. 
 
> And: what say you concerning the renunciations of Bill Cooper and John Eiffler? 
 
What does that have to do with me? If I could "cause" people to renounce their citizenship, I would have "caused" you to do so a long time 
ago. I hereby "cause" you to renounce your citizenship. Mouahahaha. 
 
Ben 

 
Gruber responded: 

 
Typical Madison lies. (Witt X 11722) 
posted by Chirisch Cavéir on May 16, 2004 - 20:35.  
 
[Ben:] > > > Once again, for the record: THIS IS A COMPLETE, OUT-AND-OUT, LIE. 
> 
[Gruber:] > > Yeah, you would never, ever do anything to investigate someone else's past, would you? 
> 
[Ben:] > Translation: Looking at a public website and hiring a private investigator are the same thing. Ben looked at a public website, 
therefore, the PC has the right to tell people he hired a private investigator. 
 
No, but when you tell people you're doing so and it gets out, you run from what you said. 
 
> > > the (apparently Gruber-inspired) story that I have been hiring "private investigators" to look into Gruber, all prospective citizens, 
and, perhaps, everybody else in Talossa as well. 
> 
> > I didn't come up with the story, nor did it have anything to with me. All I know is what I've been told. 
> 
> "Told" by whom? 
 
Right. 
 
> All I can say is this: You and [Furxheir] have falsely accused me of hiring private investigators to look into people's backgrounds. Is 
someone investigating you? Because somewhere on Wittenberg you say that people (mysterious, unnamed people) are using Talossan stuff 
to build a case against you over the custody of your son. All I can say is maybe your ex-wife hired a private investigator? Maybe the P.I. 
found out about Talossa, and read stuff like "Ben, maybe you should do what your mother did all those years ago.... I will cut off your balls, 
I do not fucking play," and start to think "Gee, is this guy fit to raise a child? What kind of values is he teaching?" 
 
You really have no idea, do you? It's almost amusing, except for the fact that you're serious in your accusations. 
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> If there is an investigation into you somewhere, I know nothing about it, but I wish it well. And if I'm ever asked to testify against you in 
court, believe me, I'm on her side. 
 
Except that she's living at a homeless shelter. 
 
> > And: what say you concerning the renunciations of Bill Cooper and [Art Verbotten]? 
> 
> What does that have to do with me? If I could "cause" people to renounce their citizenship, I would have "caused" you to do so a long 
time ago. I hereby "cause" you to renounce your citizenship. Mouahahaha. 
 
Right. You essentially say "Fuck [Verbotten]." Nice. 
------------- 
Know your rights! Don't go to Cort unrepresented! Contact your solicitor! 
 
Chirischtôval Cavéir, Solicitor 

 

One Talossa 
 
Were we right to secede and still call ourselves “Talossans”?  Were we justified?  To answer that question, one must, I 
believe ask himself if what Ben did in 2003 and especially in 2004 justified his continuing on as King and even as a 
Talossan citizen. 
 
Were we right?  Yes.  But we and those not on our side did one thing terribly wrong: we, and everyone else in Talossa, let 
so much of this unfold in the impersonal and dehumanizing venues of email and the internet discussion group.  A grave 
mistake I made was not phoning Ben and other people personally and literally hearing their human voices on the phone 
(and allowing them to hear mine in turn).  For me, it was that I did not want to even try and make agreements and deals via 
verbal methods.  For deals and such, doing things in writing is best, and for that, email is ideal.  But I could have still put 
soothing balm on the situation.  If I may say so, part of my success as Prime Minister was my phoning many Talossans just 
to say hello.  In October, 2002, I spoke with Josh Macht and John McGarry and had lovely chats with them both.  For not 
doing this in autumn 2003, I am profoundly sorry, but in the end -- and regardless of my use of the phone or the lack of it -
- Ben and Amy, for whatever reason, chose to make the spurious allegations against Chris Gruber and they chose to dredge up 
his past and put it on display for all the world to see. 
 
To this day, Ben Madison has never admitted any mistakes he has made in this whole thing, and the mis-steps he made are 
legion.  Chris Gruber, on the other hand, did everything he could to make amends, though once an insult is hanging in the 
air, it’s hard to take it back. 
 
What brought a lot of this on?  Let’s examine Chris Gruber’s sense of humor. 
 

Chris is, as we all know, a highly-strung and passionate person. First time I met him, he immediately insulted me-- but I got past that. 
 
- from What you foo's be doin'? (Witt X 5882) 

posted by Andy on  November 11, 2003 - 23:17 
 
And it was this sense of humor that the Royals could not fathom.  That was the clash of personalities at TalossaFest!  Here 
is what Lisa Skovalia had to say, and I agree with her 100%. 
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With all due respect, I don't think he's the only one. 
But I do think we're getting to the heart of the matter here. Apparently, Chris offended you guys at TalossaFest and the psychic wound has 
been festering ever since. It is extremely unfortunate that Chris does have a way of pissing people off when he truly doesn't mean to. I 
know, as I been one of those people as have many of my friends. It also unfortunate that it takes people some time to "get" his sense of 
humor, and sometimes people just don't. The fact is though, that if you really get to know Chris, you'll realize that 95% of the time Chris is 
just a wise-cracking joker. He's just being silly and there really is no malintent, but it often gets misconstrued because, as I said, people aren't 
familiar with or can't understand his sense of humor. I honestly believe that's what happened that day with Amy at the house. He was 
"goofing" in his usual Chris style, but she took him seriously (understandably) because she didn't know him. I just wish you guys would have 
said something about it at TalossaFest, so there could have been an opportunity to clear the air in person. I think we (Chris and I) both 
assumed you guys knew he was joking because you didn't act weird or upset about anything after the fact. Now that it's clear that things 
were not cool afterall, I think this may be the foremost issue that needs to be addressed. Obviously, you and Amy are not obliged to like 
Chris. But, if you have a problem with something he did, at least let him know so he has a chance to make things right. Believe me, if you 
don't tell him, he won't know he did something wrong, because he's really not trying to do anything wrong. Then if he doesn't apologize or 
explain himself, fine...he's being an asshole and I'll be the first to say so! 
 

-from RE: Imaginary stuff (Witt X 5776), posted by Lisa Skovalia  
on November 09, 2003 - 23:15. 

 
Then, there is Ben’s lack of grace: the fact he never gave Chris the benefit of a doubt where the Joint Statement was 
concerned.  Those who don’t know Chris’ story with Talossa cannot understand just how much that hurt him.  During his 
six months of homelessness, Talossa was Chris’ sanity.  Talossa gave Chris a sense of identity and community in this world, 
and for that, Chris loved Ben Madison as family.  And when Ben came out accusing Chris of back-stabbing and not cutting 
Gruber some slack, Chris was naturally hurt. 
 

[Ben:] > If people would keep their word, Talossa would be a much happier place. 
 
Absolutely. But I also think it's important for people (all of us)to be clear in their communications, to get clarification on important issues, 
and most of all to understand that none of us are exempt from making mistakes and to try to give each of us the opportunity to right our 
wrongs, whether they be real or perceived. In other words, let's try to give each other the benefit of the doubt before we jump to 
conclusions.  
 
With best intentions,  
Lisa 

 
-from RE: Imaginary stuff (Witt X 5776), posted by Lisa Skovalia  

on November 09, 2003 - 23:15. 
 
And let’s add the growing influence of Ben on Talossan politics by way of EM200 and his Black Hand party. 
 
The esteemed Dan Lorentz and Ben Madison have known each other since they were about fourteen years of age.  This 
pre-dates Ián Metáiriâ, Gary Cone, and Art Verbotten’s place in Ben’s life.  On 21 June 2004 and on the Kingdom’s 
Wittenberg discussion forum, created by Kingdom citizen Pete Hottelet in the week following our independence, Lorentz 
announced the creation of the “One Talossa” political party.  The party’s Credo deserves a look. 
 

There are now two Talossas. 
 
In the Kingdom lie Talossa's original spark and genius, its deepest roots and its mighty and sustaining trunk of history and experience.  
 
In the Republic flows much of Talossa's creative force and new growth. 
 
Talossa's roots have lost their vitality; Talossa's vitality has severed itself from its roots. 
 
In two, Talossa will die twice. 
 
There is one great and urgent task for the two Talossas: become one again. 
 
As one, Talossa may yet see another 25 years.  

 
The first four sentences are a perfect summation of the magnitude of the breach Talossa finds herself in today.  But this I 
must say, and I do say it:  we who are Talossa’s vitality severed ourselves from the roots of history and experience because 
we found out the hard way just how fouled Talossa’s roots had become.  Many who left before us Founding Parents 
realized this already: Ián Anglatzarâ, Phil Ledgerwood, Bill Cooper, Art Verbotten, Miestra Schivâ, and so many others. 
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Will Talossa die twice?  The Kingdom has had a modest influx of new citizens thanks to slackened immigration 
requirements.  One of these is Fritz Buchholtz, proprietor of Napoleon’s game store in Shorewood (north of Atatürk 
province and in the Republic’s territory of Shorewood Bay).  His participation has given the Kingdom a shot in the arm, 
but this is also a sad time for the Kingdom:  Napoleon’s is closing and going out of business in spring of 2005 after twenty-
six years in business.  While people will be able to purchase games and supplies on the Internet and elsewhere, the 
community that has grown around Napoleon’s will never be replaced.   
 
The Republic is also gaining new prospectives and citizens, yet we suffer from the lack of connection with the local 
friendship network inherent in the crowd in Milwaukee.  At this writing, the citizens of the Republic represent much of the 
cybercit history of the Kingdom.  Former Kingdom Prime Ministers Chris Gruber, Michael Pope, and Gödafrïeu 
Válcadác’h whose combined service began in 1998 and had its final ending on 1 January, 2004 are among the citizens of 
this Republic, as are two former Kingdom Secretaries of State: Ián Anglatzarâ and Martì-Páir Furxhéir.  There are people in 
the Republic whose memories of Talossa go all the way back to 1997.  Every citizen of the Republic save one, Art 
Verbotten, found Talossa on the Internet.  And this is a key difference between the Kingdom and the Republic: the 
Kingdom citizens are more Milwaukee-centric than they have been in years, and the Republic represents much of Cybercit 
Talossa.   
 
Which begs the question: Do Cybercit Talossa and Milwaukee Talossa need each other?  From reading the One Talossa 
Party Credo, one should think the answer would be a resounding “yes”.  But in its light, we need to hold our horses for a 
bit and remember why there are two Talossas in the first place.  Those are reasons I have spent pages and pages outlining to 
you, and they can be boiled down to a single sentence: Ben Madison, the Tyrant, made himself unbearable to be around.   
 
When I could no longer say in good conscience to a prospective the Kingdom of Talossa was a worthwhile pursuit, the 
Talossan life I knew and had was over; it was my turning point, and it took place on Black Tuesday. 
 
Ben and Amy have shown how they treat those who cross them.  They may just come looking for dirt on you.  But, I say 
this, and I beg all who read to listen and take heed. Simply for the reason that it’s the right thing to do, we cannot let Ben 
and Amy stand in the way of our friendships with good people like Gary Cone, Quedéir Castiglhâ, Dan Lorentz, and so 
many others.  and Tomás Gariçéir... 
 
el glelþ...  The one thing on which the two countries agree wholeheartedly is the need for the glelþ to thrive and grow.  Qator 
Itríns, Miestrâ Schivâ’s monthly compendium of articles on all-matters-Republic Talossan, has been a boon for the language 
in that her monthly editor’s column comes in both English and Talossan!  Not since Støtanneu of many, many years ago 
was published solely in Talossan have we seen so much of el glelþ in a Talossan media publication. 
 

Our Republic 
 
What are we doing wrong, and what are we doing right?  (Warning: the following section is G-rated:) 
 

Grace  
 
In keeping the Republic from one day splitting at the seams as the Kingdom did, it means giving someone the benefit of a 
doubt. Of course, avoiding the need to have grace in this sense is the best policy, and looking at one’s self to find one’s 
own mistakes is key for things working between us within Talossa and in our “real” lives.  For example, the Council for 
Talossan Unity naming fiasco was defused once D. N. Vercáriâ realized the honest mistakes he made -- and everyone 
decided it was not as big an issue as they thought.  Such a conciliatory and gracious gesture is alien to Ben Madison. 
 

Glelþ  
 

The Republic is on the right track here.  We must give credit where credit is due: the language, besides the community he 
founded, is Ben Madison’s legacy to the world.  We must continue to show that making the language grow and letting 
some of its most enthusiastic participants involve themselves in its development and growth is paramount to its survival.  
And for the language to survive, there must be but one Glelþ, not two balkanized dialects (Republic and Kingdom). 
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Government 
 
A body of laws devoid of loopholes and legalistic time-bombs will keep things running smoothly.  We need to do a good 
job at keeping up with our citizens more often than just at election time.  Where and when Real Life permits, it is the right 
and duty of every citizen of this country to, at minimum, keep up with what’s going on in society, government, politics, 
language development, and what-not. 
 
Delegation of authority and empowered deputies are musts.  Without these, the Republic is vulnerable to circumstances 
such as those in my life and my response to them that helped to bring down the Válcadác’h Coalition.  Deputies and 
delegation will reduce burnout, create harmony, and make things run like clockwork.  Every minister and government 
official needs at least one deputy ready to take over when needed.  Especially the Secretary of State... 
 
By way of the development of a permanent Constitution, the Republic has taken giant steps forward in providing its 
citizenry with an elegant and concise body of fundamental law.  A big part of this is the organized archiving of our laws 
and statutes. The National and Provisional Registers and the Mitchell Codex is a model for how the archiving of our laws 
could work.  Before the Cybercit era began in 1996, this sort of thing was something the Kingdom did extremely well.  The 
Cybercit Era led to a false sense of security: “It’s okay.  It’s on the hard drive and web server.”  Paper doesn’t crash, and 
having multiple archives of things does not hurt. 
 

Gathering 
 
The gathering of new people must always be a priority.  Current Immigration Minister Ián Anglatzarâ (and Andy Lowry 
before him) is a model for future Immigration Ministers.  He is a tireless advocate for prospectives, keeps the citizenry 
informed, and perhaps most-importantly, ensures that prospectives’ first impression of the Republic is efficient -- yet 
lightheartedly friendly. 
 
Besides, we need new blood all the time because even in the best of times, people become bored with Talossa and, like 
Mike Dinitz in the Kingdom, want to move on with their lives and say goodbye. 
 
This, of course, brings up the issue of competition with el Regipäts.  Will prospectives choose the Republic or the Kingdom?  
Both countries agree on this much: no one may do both at once.  
 

Geekness 
 
If this week Martì-Páir Furxhéir is abducted by aliens, how will we get by? 
 

Gab 
 
The Madison-vs-Gruber war was one of words (combined with a few actions from Ben, of course) that hurt people.  We 
don’t want that to ever become the modus operandi of our Republic.  Yet, we don’t want the Republic, either through culture 
or through direct government intervention, to stifle free speech and language in the paranoid fear someone might become 
offended.  We in the Republic need to be tolerant in a way Ben never was: having the ability to disagree with someone about 
sensitive topics like euthanasia, abortion, and Iraq while still maintaining communication and camaraderie. 
 
We are doing a decent job already in the Republic, and we need to keep it up! 
 

Reunification? 
 
“In two, Talossa will die twice.  There is one great and urgent task for the two Talossas: become one again.”  Can this ever 
happen?  
 
Perhaps there is hope, but for me, fulfilling this hope will be predicated partly on the following items, all of which are non-
negotiable:  
 
1. Appropriate punishment being meted out to Ben Madison and Amy Durnford for the digging-up and exposure of 
Gruber’s petty criminal past and the using of same to make spurious charges against him, even if Gruber’s worldwide 
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reputation was not damaged.  If expulsion is not in the cards, keeping the Royals royal and stripping them of all political 
and constitutional powers would be a good thing. 
 
2. The unconditional acceptance of every single Republic citizen and prospective into the Kingdom.  The rejection of even 
one person negates the entire thing.  Of course, this would probably only fly in the Republic with unanimous consent from 
every citizen, including Chris Gruber.  I do not see this happening any time in the near future. 
 
Since 1 June 2004, Ben has not given me any reason to believe he would ever accept these conditions.  I also believe his 
iron grip on the Kingdom’s reins of power will never be loosened enough to force him to. 
 
And as time goes on, the Republic and Kingdom will continue to forge their own traditions and culture.  Already, the 
Kingdom bears little resemblance to the Kingdom we once knew.  I see much more of an ad-hoc atmosphere: witness the 
ease with which any prospective may obtain citizenship in the Regipäts without having to be screened by Cort or Ziu.  This 
is also due in part to the changes in its Internet presence and the increased Milwaukee-centeredness of the King.  I do not 
believe Ben has ever really been comfortable with Talossa on the Internet, and that he, for the time being, will not look 
there for new growth If he had his way, I think he would want every new citizen from now on to be from the greater 
Milwaukee area. 
 
Which brings us to our connection with... 
 

East-side Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
 

...and how much it should be a part of who we are and 
what we do as Talossans... 
 
To have a Talossa without the East Side of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, would be to have a nationette that should 
not bear the name Talossa.  One of the great appeals of 
the Kingdom to me was the local old-growth network 
of Madison-Cone-Metáiriâ-Verbotten, etc.  It added to 
the Regipäts a centeredness and sense of deep-rooted 
community I loved dearly.  A problem and handicap 
we have in the Republic is that when we seceded, we 
elected to cut ourselves off from a great deal of this 
network, the only remnant of which that we have now 
being in the person of Art Verbotten. 
 
Happily, the Republic consensus is in resounding favor 
of keeping as much of Milwaukee and our roots as 
possible.  There are some questions, still.  How much 
of the Berber things do we keep?  What about the 
Kingdom-created names of provincial cantons and 
cities?   
 
And what about our TalossaFest, or whatever we end 
up calling it? 
 

All of these questions will be answered, and I am happy to report for posterity that everyone in the Republic is concerned 
about all these issues and are at the very least talking about these things. 
 

Above is a satellite image of the Milwaukee East Side.  It was archived from http://maps.google.com 
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Talossa 
 
In a Prime Ministerial Speech to the Nation from 9 October 2002, I included this from Art Verbotten (who had written it a 
short time before).  More than anything else I have come across, it encapsulates everything that is good about Talossa. 
 

Hey Internet 
 
Send us your intelligent, your geeks, your religious fanatics longing to explain themselves. 
 
Send us your language nazis in need of Reich. 
 
Send us your huddled opinionated masses, too intelligent for Jerry Springer, but who long to have strenuous, and occassionally vitriolic, 
contact. 
 
Come To Us. 
 
Swarm, like the hungry mosquitoes you are, around the porch light that is Talossa. 

 
Finally, it must be said that most, if not all, of the Founding Parents wear glasses.  By Ben Madison’s logic, it must mean 
that secessionist tendencies are bad for one’s eyesight.   
 
Cheers! 
 

The Republic of Talossa website: www.republicoftalossa.com 
The Talossan Public Fora: www.talossaonline.com 
Qator Itríns may be had at http://quator.talossa.net 

Visit www.talossapedia.com and read up on Talossa! 
 

 
 

A view of the Milwaukee skyline, aka Maritiimi province 
This photo was archived from www.milwaukee.org
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The Founding Parents of the Republic of Talossa 
Not pictured are Greg Tisher and Andrea Thompson 
Dates in parentheses indicate that of each photograph. 

Top row from l-r: Gödafrïeu Válcadác’h (2002), JP Griffin (ca. 1997), & Matthias Muth (ca. 1996), 
2nd row from top: Michael Pope (ca. 1999) & Andy Lowry (T-Fest 2003) 

3rd row from top: Lisa Skovalia (T-Fest 2003) & Chris Gruber (summer, 2003),  
Bottom row: UC (cropped from a photo taken with Tomás Gariçéir in February, 2002), & Gjermund Higraff (ca. 1997) 
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The online record of the Wittenberg X internet discussion forum 
 
 www.talossaonline.com - Click on the “Wittenberg” forum.  Eventually, this will be made available in a more- 
 printable format by way of the publication of the Lytheria Codex, Volume II. 
 
The Lytheria Codex, Volume III 
 
 Published by Oraclâ Press in 2005, this is a repository of primary-source materials and archives from the  
 November 2002 to 1 June 2004 era.  Contained therein are issues of Støtanneu from October, 2002 until February,  
 2004, website archives of the Black Hand and Grey Congress Parties, email correspondence made publicly- 
 available, and more. 
 
The Lowry Codex, aka the Lytheria Codex, Volume I, Book 1 
 
 Wittenberg VIII was online from ca. winter 2001 until 19 February, 2003.  At this writing, the archives of the  
 actual posts from this discussion forum were lost in a series of server crashes.  However, an archive exists of the  
 “main board” view of Wittenberg VIII, containing the subject headings of the posts from October 2002 to 20  
 February 2003, the date of the launch of Wittenberg X.  This archive is named in honor of Andy Lowry, who  
 made his Talossan debut at the time covered in this archive.   
 
 This index was compiled by Gödafrïeu Válcadác’h and was published by Oraclâ Press in 2005. 
 

Further reading: 
 
Oraclâ No. 52: 12 May 2004 
 
 This issue contains a copy of the 1997 Organic Law of the Kingdom of Talossa, as last amended in October, 2003. 
  

 

 
 

Cézembre province, ca. 2000.   
This photo may have a connection with Kingdom citizen Albrec’ht S., but I cannot remember from where I archived this photo. 

 


